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NEWSFILE
The fa ll se m e ste r  saw  n ew  
deans at the helm s of th ree of the 
university’s academic units.
Charles Epps, Jr. is the new  dean 
of the College of Medicine. He suc­
ceeds Russell L. Miller, Jr., w ho was 
appointed Thee president for health  
affairs a t the university  last April.
William Anderson Sadler is the 
new  dean of the Graduate School of 
A rts and Sciences. He replaces 
Esther Ottley w ho had served as 
acting dean since the death of 
Edward W. Hawthorne.
Rosemary K nighton H arkins is 
the new  dean of the  College of 
Allied H ealth Sciences, replacing 
Delores A. Mounsey who had  been 
acting dean since the resignation of 
Harley Flack.
Epps, a nationally recognized 
medical leader, served as chief of 
orthopedic surgery a t Howard 
University Hospital and chief of the 
division of orthopedic surgery at 
the College of Medicine. He earned 
the bachelor’s degree, m agna cum  
laude in  1951, from  Howard and 
the M.D. degree in  1955 also from
Howard. After completing his 
in ternsh ip  and residency, he joined 
the College of Medicine faculty in  
1961, becoming a  full professor in
1972.
Sadler (above photo) came to 
Howard from  the National In sti­
tute of Child H ealth and H um an 
Development (NICHD) of the Na­
tional Institu tes of H ealth w here 
he was chief of the reproductive 
sciences branch. He had held a 
variety of positions a t NICHD since 
1972, among them  those as a 
health  scientist adm inistrator of 
the population and reproduction 
branch  and chief of th a t b ranch ’s 
Center for Population Research.
A native of Texas, he previously 
had been a biology professor and 
biology departm ent chairm an  at 
Texas Southern University. He 
holds bachelor’s and m aster’s 
degrees from  Texas Southern and a 
Ph.D. in  endocrinology from  Purdue 
University.
H arkins, ano ther Texas native, 
came to Howard from  the Univer­
sity of Oklahoma H ealth Sciences 
Center w here she had  been dean of 
its College of Allied Health, having 
previously been an  associate dean, 
departm ent chairm an, faculty 
member and graduate assistan t 
there. She holds two degrees from 
the University of Oklahoma, a 
m aster’s and a Ph.D.
In  Oklahoma, she also had been 
a commissioned officer in  the U.S. 
Army reserves, serving a t the ran k  
of lieutenant colonel since 1984,
and had been active in  the Okla­
hom a City YWCA the Oklahoma 
City chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
and the U rban League of Greater 
Oklahoma City.
The A la in  Locke African A rt 
Collection, traditionally housed at 
the university, found new  adm irers 
w hen it w as featured as p a rt of the 
inaugural activities of the National 
Black A rts Festival in  A tlanta last 
summer. An exhibition of selected 
works from  the collection ra n  from 
Ju ly  17 through  September 6 
through the collaborative efforts of 
Howard’s a r t  departm ent and 
A tlanta’s Ham m onds House Gal­
leries and Resource Center of 
African-American Art.
Kwaku Ofori-Ansa, an  assistan t 
professor in  the a r t  departm ent 
and a specialist in  African art, 
served as guest curator for the 
exhibition. (See Gallery.)
Som e 3 0 0  young people flocked 
to the m ain  Howard campus last 
sum m er to participate in  a variety 
of program s designed to provide 
academic enrichm ent, possible 
career directions—and ju s t plain 
fun.
They studied journalism , broad­
cast production and comm unica­
tions a rts  a t the School of Commu­
nications; architectural design 
graphics, elem entary design and 
building science technology at the 
School of A rchitecture and Plan-
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4 ning; acting, dance and music 
through the Children’s Theater 
Workshop sponsored hy the  College 
of Fine A rts’ dram a departm ent; 
French, th rough a special language 
im m ersion program  sponsored by 
the College of Liberal A rts’ romance 
languages departm ent; health  
careers, th rough the College of 
Liberal A rts’ Center for Preprofes­
sional Education; and actuarial 
science th rough  the School of 
Business and Public A dm inistra­
tion’s Center for Financial Services 
Education.
A  m assive  project to compile and 
publish a  directory of Afro- 
Am erican churches is -underway at 
the Howard University School of 
Divinity.
Entitled “The How ard University 
School of Divinity Yearbook of 
Afro-American Religious Bodies,” it 
will provide inform ation on the 
history, organizational structure 
and location of Black churches 
throughout the  nation  as well as 
listings of Black leaders, caucuses 
and conventions w ith in  predom i­
nan tly  w hite religious bodies.
Funding for the project comes 
from  the Lilly Endowment, Inc.
According to project director 
Wardell J . Payne, the  directory aims 
“to increase and streng then  com­
m unication among Black church 
groups throughout the  United 
States and will be routinely revised 
and updated to reflect the dynamic 
changes characterizing the 
growing Black church  presence in  
the United States.”
A  W illiam  M ontague Cobb Schol­
arsh ip  Fund has been established
a t A m herst College to honor the 
pioneering teacher, anatom ist, 
physical anthropologist, editor, 
writer, h istorian , medical, civic and 
civil righ ts leader. (See N ew  Direc­
tions, April 1988.)
Cobh graduated from  A m herst in  
1925, th en  w ent on to ea rn  an  M.D. 
from  Howard and a Ph.D. in  
anatom y and physical an th ro ­
pology a t W estern Reserve Univer­
sity (now  Case W estern.) He was a 
full-time faculty m em ber a t 
Howard’s College of Medicine for 
41 years, 22 of those years serving 
as chairm an  of its anatom y depart­
ment.
The endowed fund in  Cobh’s 
nam e will he used to support Am­
h e rs t students eligible for financial 
aid. Preference wifi he given to 
“Black Am erican students m ajoring 
in  m athem atics or the  sciences 
who show prom ise for a  future 
career in  the  medical or scientific 
professions,” according to Kent W. 
Faerher, A m herst’s secretary of 
alum ni relations and development.
W innie O wens-Hart, associate 
professor of art, spent the sum m er 
as a faculty research  fellow at the 
Sm ithsonian Institu tion  working 
on a project to chronicle the con­
tributions of Black ceram icists to 
Am erican ceramics.
The project will culm inate in  a 
1992 exhibition, “Black on Brown,” 
th a t the Everson Museum in  Syra­
cuse, N.Y., has agreed to host and 
w hich is th en  expected to travel 
around the  country. Owens-Hart, 
who will he curator for the  show, 
describes it as a “visual documen­
tary  h istory  of African-American 
ceramics s tarting  from  the African 
roots and going up through  the 
20th  century.”
Before that, though, she is 
curating an  exhibition for the 
National Council on Education for 
Ceramic A rts (NCECA) th a t will 
showcase the w orks of contempo­
ra ry  Black ceramicists. That exhibi­
tion is scheduled to be held next 
M arch at the Ephrates Gallery in  
K ansas City, Mo., in  connection 
w ith  the NCECA’s annual conven­
tion.
Owens-Hart hopes both exhibi­
tions—and the research  th a t pro­
pels them —will erase any lin ­
gering perceptions th a t  ceramics is 
an  exclusively “w hite” art. “Even 
today I m eet people and they say, 
‘W hat do you do?,’ and I say, ‘I teach 
ceramics,’ and they  look a t me as if 
I ’m  crazy and say, ‘Oh, I don’t  know  
any Blacks in  ceramics,’ ” she 
rem arks. “I th in k  people say th a t 
out of genuine ignorance. So the 
whole point of w hat I ’m  try ing  to 
do is fill a void in  the  h isto ry  of 
Am erican ceramics.”
Her research  is continuing, as is 
h e r enthusiasm . “I ’m  getting a lot 
m ore inform ation th an  anybody
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anticipated w hen I started  th is 
project,” she says. “There’s a lot 
there if you dig for it.”
(For m ore on Owens-Hart’s own 
ceramic artistry, see “Winnie 
Owens: M essenger in  Clay” in  the 
October 1979 issue of N ew  Direc­
tions.)
C harles L. G risw old Jr., asso­
ciate professor of philosophy and 
acting chairm an  of the philosophy 
departm ent, h as  received the F ran ­
klin J . M atchette Prize from  the 
Am erican Philosophical Associa­
tion for h is book Self-Knowledge in  
Plato’s  Phaedrus” ( Yale University  
Press, 1986, paperback edition, 
1988.)
The prize, w hich includes a 
financial aw ard of $5,000, is given 
every two years for the  best book 
in  philosophy published by a 
person  under the age of 40.
Griswold is also editor of the 
recently published Platonic Writ­
ings, Platonic Readings (Routledge, 
Chapm an and Hall.)
Jack  E. W hite, who made his 
m ark  as a medical researcher, 
practitioner and teacher a t Howard 
from  1951 un til h is retirem ent in  
1986, died on Ju n e  2. He w as 66.
In  a kind of tragic irony, he 
succumbed to  cancer, the disease 
th a t had  been the  p rim ary  focus of 
h is professional life for many, 
m any years. Indeed, he w as in stru ­
m ental in  founding the Howard 
University Cancer Center, w hich 
today stands as a  physical m em o­
ria l to h is efforts on behalf of 
cancer research, trea tm en t and 
education. When the center’s 
building w as dedicated in  1980,
some on the How ard campus 
quickly dubbed it “the house th a t 
Jack  built.”
His legacy also resides in  the 
patients he treated, the  medical and 
graduate students he taught, the 
articles he co-authored, the m es­
sages he delivered before congres­
sional committees and other 
groups on the disproportionate 
im pact 6f cancer on Black Am eri­
cans and the need to do som ething 
about it.
White attended Florida A6?M 
University and in  1941 entered the 
Howard University College of Medi­
cine, from  w hich he graduated in  
1944. In  1949 he w as selected by 
Charles R. Drew, th en  chairm an  of 
Howard’s departm ent of surgery, to 
be trained  in  cancer surgeiy  a t 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center in  Hew York City. At the 
time, White w as a surgical resident 
a t Freedm en’s Hospital (prede­
cessor to Howard U niversity Hos­
pital).
Following tra in ing  in  Hew York,
White retu rned  to Howard in  1951 5
as an  assis tan t professor of su r­
gery and later w ent on to hold 
such positions as chairm an  of the 
College of Medicine’s oncology 
departm ent, professor of surgery, 
professor in  the  graduate school, 
director of the Cancer Clinic and 
the Cancer Teaching Project and 
director of the  Howard University 
Cancer Center, h is last post a t the 
university.
His o ther activities included 
serving as an  advisor to cancer 
program s in  Africa and the Carib­
bean, a m em ber of the  oncologic 
drug advisory panel to the Food 
and Drug Adm inistration, a 
founding m em ber of the Am erican 
Society for Preventive Oncology and 
a diplomate of the Am erican Col­
lege of Surgeons.
For h is outstanding contribu­
tions, especially for “the house th a t 
Jack  built,” White last M arch re ­
ceived an  alum ni achievement 
aw ard from  the university.
Procter fi* Gamble Co. has
awarded $54,000 to the chem istry 
departm ent to support a  student 
pursuing a doctoral degree over a 
four-year period. “This g ran t rep re­
sents a substantial investm ent and 
strong support of Howard’s out­
standing record for producing 
m inority  Ph.D. graduates,” says 
Calvin A. Harper, personnel adm in­
istra to r a t Procter & Gamble head­
quarters in  Cincinnati, Ohio. □
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